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 1.  Minimum Wage / Clean Increase—H.R. 2— (01/24/2007, Roll Call No. 23) 
 
For more than 10 years, the federal minimum wage remained at $5.15 an hour. Because of inflation, its 
purchasing power in 2007 was at its lowest level in 51 years. The Bush administration and Republican 
congressional leaders blocked many attempts over the years to raise the wage. But a new Democratic 
majority opened the way to boost the minimum wage. H.R. 2, passed by the House earlier in January, was a 
"clean" minimum wage increase—to $7.25 an hour over two years— with no strings attached. Senate 
Republicans sought to add another round of tax breaks for businesses, which have received over $300 
billion in tax breaks since the last minimum wage increase in 1997. Republicans filibustered the clean bill. 
On Jan. 24, the Senate voted, 54-43, to limit debate on the clean minimum wage increase, but 60 votes are 
necessary to end a filibuster. For 134 days (over four months) following passage of the House bill, the 
legislation was held hostage to demands by Senate Republicans for more business tax breaks, a delay that 
end up costing minimum wage workers over $750 million (R: 5-43; D: 47-0; I: 2-0). The IBEW position on 
Official Roll Call Vote #23, January 24, 2007: SUPPORT (Yes = Right, No = Wrong). 
 
 
 
2.  9/11 Commission Recommendations/Collective Bargaining — S.4 —  (03/07/2007, Roll Call No. 64) 
 
In 2003, the Bush administration, citing so-called “national security” concerns, terminated the  collective 
bargaining rights for the airport screeners of the Transportation Security Administration (TSA). Sen. Claire 
McCaskill (D-Mo.) offered an amendment to the bill implementing the recommendations of the 9/11 
Commission. The amendment would grant the 43,000 airport screeners limited collective bargaining rights, 
but would not allow them to strike or negotiate for higher pay. The McCaskill amendment passed March 7 
by 51-48 (R: 1-48; D: 48- 0; I: 2-0). The IBEW position on Official Roll Call Vote #64, March 7, 2007: 
SUPPORT (Yes =Right, No =Wrong).  
 
                                                 
 
 3.  Medicare Prescription Drug Negotiation/Cloture — S. 3 —  (04/18/2007, Roll Call No. 132) 
             

                                                          

2007-2008 
IBEW®

 Vote Report 

Millions of seniors rely on the Medicare Part D prescription drug program, but they face soaring prices 
while the pharmaceutical industry pockets billions in profits. In the first six months after the drug program 
went into effect in 2006, drug company profits increased by more than $8 billion. A Bush-backed provision 
in the 2003 bill that established the prescription drug program prohibited Medicare from using its 
purchasing power to negotiate with drug makers for lower prices. S. 3 would allow Medicare to negotiate 
with the drug makers. Republicans filibustered the bill. It requires 60 votes to end a filibuster, and a cloture 
motion to end the filibuster failed April 18 by 55-42 (R: 6-41; D: 47-1; I: 2-0).  The IBEW position on 
Official Roll Call Vote #132, April 15, 2007: SUPPORT (Yes =Right , No =Wrong).  
 

http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=110&session=1&vote=00023
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=110&session=1&vote=00064
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=110&session=1&vote=00132


4.  Employee Free Choice Act—H.R. 800— (06/26/2007, Roll Call No. 227) 
           
The Employee Free Choice Act would restore workers' freedom to form unions and bargain for better 
wages,  benefits and working conditions without employer harassment. When workers try to form unions, 
employers routinely harass, intimidate and even fire them. H.R. 800 would free workers from employer 
intimidation by allowing employees to sign authorization cards seeking union representation and 
recognizing the workers' union when a majority signs cards. It would establish a system of mediation and 
arbitration that would apply to an employer and union that are unable to agree on their first contract. It also 
would require the employer to pay three times the amount of back pay that an employee is due if the 
employee is illegally fired or discriminated against during an organizational or first-contract drive. A 
majority of the Senate voted to move forward with the bill, but the vote fell short of the 60 votes needed to 
overcome the Republican filibuster. The motion to end the filibuster failed June 26 by 51-48 (R: 1-48; D: 
48-0; I: 2-0). The IBEW position on Official Roll Call Vote #227, June 26, 2007: SUPPORT (Yes =Right, 
No =Wrong).  
 
 
 
5.  Majority Sign-Up—H.R. 2669— (07/19/2007, Roll Call No. 260) 
 
An amendment by Sen. Jim DeMint (R-S.C.) to the budget reconciliation bill would have prohibited 
workers from forming unions—and employers from recognizing those unions—by majority sign-up 
procedures. Majority sign-up has been legal under the National Labor Relations Act (NLRA) since 1935. 
Forward-looking employers such as Cingular Wireless and Kaiser Permanente have voluntarily recognized 
their employees' union based on authorization cards signed by a majority of employees. Majority sign-up 
also is a major feature of the Employee Free Choice Act. The amendment failed July 19 by 42-54 (R: 42-5; 
D: 0-47; I: 0-2.   The IBEW position on Official Roll Call Vote #260, July 19, 2007: OPPOSE (Yes 
=Wrong, No =Right). 
 
 
 
6.   Davis-Bacon / Prevailing Wages―H.R. 3074― (09/12/2007, Roll Call No. 334) 
          
The Davis-Bacon Act requires that construction workers on federal projects be paid prevailing wages. It 
ensures     high-quality work standards and decent living standards for workers and their communities. 
During Senate consideration of the funding bill for the departments of Transportation and Housing and 
related agencies, Sen. Jim DeMint (R-S.C.) offered an amendment to strip the requirement that prevailing 
wages be paid on bridge projects funded by the bill. The amendment was tabled and thus failed Sept.12 on a 
vote of 56-37 (R: 9-37; D: 45-0; I: 2-0). The IBEW position on Official Roll Call Vote #334, September 12, 
2007: SUPPORT (Yes =Right, No = Wrong)   
 
 
 
7.   Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act/Pay Discrimination—H.R. 2831—(April 23, 2008,  Roll Call No. 110)   
          
The Senate rejected the Fair Pay Restoration Act, a bill that would have restored longstanding protections 
against pay discrimination that were eliminated by the U.S. Supreme Court in its 2007 Ledbetter v. 
Goodyear Tire and Rubber decision. Lilly Ledbetter, a Goodyear supervisor, did not learn that she was 
being paid substantially less than her male colleagues, in violation of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, until she 
retired after 19 years on the job. The Supreme Court ruled that Ledbetter lost the right to sue 180 days after 
she received her first paycheck. Prior to this decision, other courts had ruled that each paycheck started the 
180-day clock over because each check was fresh evidence of discrimination. The motion to invoke cloture 
and end a Republican filibuster (60 votes are required to end a filibuster) against the Fair Pay bill failed 
April 23 by a vote of 56-42 (R: 6-41; D: 48-1; I: 2-0).  The IBEW position on Official Roll Call Vote 2831: 
SUPPORT (Yes =Right, No = Wrong). 

http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=110&session=1&vote=00227
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=110&session=1&vote=00260
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=110&session=1&vote=00334
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=110&session=2&vote=00110


8.  Collective Bargaining for Public Safety Workers—H.R. 980— (May 13, 2008, Roll Call No. 126)  
          
The Senate voted to end a Republican filibuster against a bill expanding collective bargaining rights for 
public safety employees. The bill would provide firefighters, police officers and emergency medical 
personnel with the right to bargain over wages, hours and working conditions; a right denied them in nearly 
half the states. The motion to invoke cloture and end the filibuster (60 votes are required to end a filibuster) 
passed May 13 by a vote of 69-29. (R: 18-29; D: 49-0; I: 2-0). The IBEW position on Official Roll Call 
Vote 126, May 13, 2008: SUPPORT (Yes =Right, No = Wrong). 
 
 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF ELECTRICAL WORKERS 
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Congressional Session 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2

IBEW Vote #: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
IBEW Vote Position Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y

IBEW IBEW AFL-CIO
Alabama Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Jeff Sessions (R-AL) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 11% 13%
Richard Shelby (R-AL) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 40% 37%

Alaska Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) W W  W W W R W R 2 6 25% 26% 25%
Ted Stevens (R-AK) W W  W W W R W R 2 6 25% 28% 36%

Arizona Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

John McCain (R-AZ) W W A W W A A A 0 4 0% 16% 16%
Jon Kyl (R-AZ) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 2% 3%

Arkansas Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Blanche Lincoln (D-AR) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 84% 82%
Mark Pryor (D-AR) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 80% 85%

California Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Barbara Boxer (D-CA) R R R R R A R R 7 0 100% 92% 96%
Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) R R R R A R R R 7 0 100% 86% 87%

Colorado Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Ken Salazar (D-CO) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 94% 85%
Wayne Allard (R-CO) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 7% 7%

Connecticut Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Christopher Dodd (D-CT) R R R R R A R R 7 0 100% 90% 92%
Joseph Lieberman (I-CT) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 82% 84%

Delaware Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Joseph Biden (D-DE) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 84% 86%
Thomas Carper (D-DE) A R R R R R R R 7 0 100% 79% 86%

Florida Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Bill Nelson (D-FL) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 79% 86%
Mel Martinez (R-FL) W W W W W W W Y 1 7 13% 6% 15%

Georgia Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Johnny Isakson (R-GA) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 12% 15%
Saxby Chambliss (R-GA) W W W W W W W Y 1 7 13% 19% 14%
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Hawaii Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Daniel Akaka (D-HI) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 93% 94%
Daniel Inouye (D-HI) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 91% 91%

Idaho Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Larry Craig (R-ID) W W W W W A W W 0 7 0% 12% 13%
Mike Crapo (R-ID) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 15% 11%

Illinois Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Barack Obama (D-IL) R R R R A R R R 7 0 100% 94% 98%
Richard Durbin (D-IL) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 91% 95%

Indiana Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Evan Bayh (D-IN) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 85% 92%
Richard Lugar (R-IN) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 9% 11%

Iowa Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Charles Grassley (R-IA) W W W W W W W R 1 7 13% 14% 15%
Tom Harkin (D-IA) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 89% 93%

Kansas Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Pat Roberts (R-KS) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 7% 13%
Sam Brownback (R-KS) A W A W A W W W 0 5 0% 9% 8%

Kentucky Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Jim Bunning (R-KY) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 9% 12%
Mitch McConnell (R-KY) W W W W W W W R 1 7 13% 13% 12%

Louisiana Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

David Vitter (R-LA) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 18% 24%
Mary Landrieu (D-LA) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 75% 81%

Maine Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Olympia Snowe (R-ME) R W R W R R R R 6 2 75% 43% 48%
Susan Collins (R-ME) R W R W R R R R 6 2 75% 34% 43%

Maryland Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Barbara Mikulski (D-MD) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 92% 94%
Ben Cardin (D-MD) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 100% 97%

Massachusetts Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Edward Kennedy (D-MA) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 93% 93%
John Kerry (D-MA) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 89% 91%

Michigan Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Carl Levin (D-MI) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 92% 93%
Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 90% 97%

Minnesota Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 100% 97%
Norm Coleman (R-MN) R W R W R R R R 6 2 75% 26% 37%
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Mississippi Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Thad Cochran (R-MS) W W W W W W W W 0 8 14% 14% 14%
Roger Wicker (R-MS) I I I I I I W W 0 2 0% 0% 20%

Missouri Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Christopher Bond (R-MO) W W W W W R W W 1 7 13% 17% 18%
Claire McCaskill (D-MO) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 100% 93%

Montana Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Jon Tester (D-MT) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 100% 93%
Max Baucus (D-MT) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 75% 76%

Nebraska Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Ben Nelson (D-NE) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 70% 74%
Chuck Hagel (R-NE) W W R W W W A R 2 5 29% 11% 14%

Nevada Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Harry Reid (D-NV) R R W R R R W R 6 2 75% 87% 89%
John Ensign (R-NV) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 14% 12%

New Hampshire Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

John Sununu (R-NH) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 10% 14%
Judd Gregg (R-NH) W W W W W W W R 1 7 13% 6% 4%

New Jersey Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 90% 91%
Robert Menendez (D-NJ) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 100% 93%

New Mexico Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Jeff Bingaman (D-NM) R R R R R W R R 7 1 88% 82% 85%
Pete Domenici (R-NM) W W W W W A W R 2 6 25% 21% 21%

New York Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Charles Schumer (D-NY) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 89% 94%
Hillary Clinton (D-NY) R R R R R A R R 7 0 100% 86% 94%

North Carolina Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Elizabeth Dole (R-NC) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 16% 25%
Richard Burr (R-NC) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 18% 15%

North Dakota Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Byron Dorgan (D-ND) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 88% 91%
Kent Conrad (D-ND) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 83% 86%

Ohio Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

George Voinovich (R-OH) W W W W R R W R 3 5 38% 23% 28%
Sherrod Brown (D-OH) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 100% 100%
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Oklahoma Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

James Inhofe (R-OK) W W W W W W W A 0 7 0% 11% 13%
Tom Coburn (R-OK) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 18% 18%

Oregon Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Gordon Smith (R-OR) W W R W R R R R 5 3 63% 20% 28%
Ron Wyden (D-OR) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 85% 89%

Pennsylvania Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Arlen Specter (R-PA) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 65% 61%
Robert Casey (D-PA) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 100% 100%

Rhode Island Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Jack Reed (D-RI) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 92% 97%
Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 100% 100%

South Carolina Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Jim DeMint (R-SC) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 12% 12%
Lindsey Graham (R-SC) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 12% 11%

South Dakota Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

John Thune (R-SD) W W W W W W W R 1 7 13% 18% 22%
Tim Johnson (D-SD) A A A A A R R R 3 0 100% 89% 91%

Tennessee Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Robert Corker (R-TN) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 0% 20%
Lamar Alexander (R-TN) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 10% 13%

Texas Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

John Cornyn (R-TX) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 13% 7%
Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 7% 11%

Utah Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Orrin Hatch (R-UT) W W W W W W W R 1 7 13% 11% 12%
Robert Bennett (R-UT) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 4% 9%

Vermont Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Bernie Sanders (I-VT) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 100% 100%
Patrick Leahy (D-VT) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 93% 88%

Virginia Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

James Webb D-VA) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 100% 100%
John Warner (R-VA) R W W W W W W W 1 7 13% 16% 17%

Washington Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Maria Cantwell (D-WA) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 81% 89%
Patty Murray (D-WA) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 89% 90%

West Virginia Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

John Rockefeller (D-WV) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 89% 91%
Robert Byrd (D-WV) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 78% 79%
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Wisconsin Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime

Herbert Kohl (D-WI) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 80% 83%
Russ Feingold (D-WI) R R R R R R R R 8 0 100% 92% 95%

Wyoming Senators 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R W 2008 Lifetime Lifetime
John Barrasso (R-WY) I I I W W W W W 0 5 0% 0% 5%
Michael Enzi (R-WY) W W W W W W W W 0 8 0% 9% 9%

Senate Changes During This Session

R = Voted Right

Roger Wicker (R-MS) - appointed December 31, 2007 by Governor Haley Barbour (R-MS) to serve out 
the term of Senator Trent Lott (R-MS) who resigned from Congress on December 18, 2007.  

Sen. Barack Obama (D-IL) - Resigned from Congress on November 16, 2008.  Elected the 44th 
President of the United States on November 5, 2008.

I = NOT IN OFFICE

Note: IBEW Lifetime voting reports date back to 1995.

          AFL-CIO Lifetime voting reports date back to 2000.

Key

W = VOTED WRONG
A = ABSENT, DID NOT VOTE YEA OR NEY

John Barrasso (R-WY) appointed June 22, 2007 by Democratic Governor Freudenthal to replace 
Senator Craig Thomas (R-WY) who died on June 4, 2007.  
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